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Claim Amendments 

1 . (currently amended) An apparatus, comprising: 

a mobile switching center that allows a mobile u ser of a mobile communication device to 
assign one or more members to a call waiting f eature group that is employable by the mobile 
switching center to provide a communication c all waiting feature to the mobile u ser: 
wherein the call waiting feature comprises a default call waiting indication: 
wherein the mobile switching center gives preferred treatment to the one or more 
members of the feature group: 

wherein the preferred treatment comprises a preferred call waiting indication: 
wherein the mobile switching center communicates the default call waiting indication to 
the mobile user for an incoming call from a non-preferred user: 

wherein the mobile switching center communicates the preferred call waiting indication 
to the mobile frser for the incoming call from a preferred user, wherein the preferred user is a 
member of the call waiting feature group. 

2. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the call waiting feature 
group comprises a call waiting f eature group for the call waiting communication feature, wherein 
the mobile switching center cooperates with the mobile communication device to provide an 
interface to the mobile u ser that allows the mobile u ser to assign the one or more members to the 
call waiting feature group for the call waiting commUiiicafion f eature. 
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3. (original) The apparatus of claim 2, wherein the interface comprises one or more of 
a voice interface, a dual tone multi frequency (DTMF) interlace, a graphical interface, a keypad 
interface, and a touchpad interface. 

4. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the mobile switching 
center makes a determination that a calling user is the preferred user or the nori-preferred user 
on e of th e on e or mor e m e mb e rs Assigned to the feature group ; 

wherein the mobile switching center provides the call waiting c ommunication feature to 
the mobile u ser based on the determination that the calling user is the preferred user or the non- 
preferred use r one of the one or more members aspignftd to the featur e group . 

5. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 4, wherein the mobile switching 
center queries a subscriber database to make the deterrnination that the calling user i s on e of the 
one or moro members assigned to th e f e ature group the preferred user or the non-preferred user, 

6. (canceled) 

7. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim-6_j_, wherein the mobile switching 
center makes a determination thait a calling us e r is orte of th e one or more memb e rs assigned to 
th e f e ature group for th e call waiting featur e a calling user 6f the incoming call is the non- 
preferred user or the preferred user . 
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8. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 7, wherein the mobile switching 
center employs a calling party number of the calling user to niake the determination that the 
calling user of the incoming call i s the non-preferred user or the preferred user on e of tho one Or 
more members assigned to the feature group for the call waiting feature . 

9. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 7, wherein the mobile switching 
center receives a DTMF digit pattern from the calling user; 

wherein the mobile switching center, employs the DT!MF digit pattern from the calling 
user to make the determination that the calling user of the incoming call i s the non-preferred user 
or the preferred use ro no of the one or more memb e rs assigned to the feature group for the coil 
waiting f e ature , 

10. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 7, wherein the call waiting feature 
comprises a default call waiting period, wherein the weferred treatment comprises a preferred 
call waiting period that is longer than the default call waiting period; 

wherein the mobile switching center communicates a first t he prefeirred call waiting 
indication to the mobile u ser of the mobil e communication d e vic e over the preferred call waiting 
period if the Calling user is one of the on e or more niembsra assign e d to the featur e gfoupt he 
preferred user : 

wherein the mobile switching center communicates a second the default call waiting 
indication to the mobile u ser of the mobil e communication device over the default call waiting 
period i f the calling user is not one of th e on e or mor e members assigned to thti f e ature groupthe 
non-preferred user . 
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11. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the mobile switching 
center cooperates with the mobile communication device to provide an interface to the mobile 
user that allows the mobile user to assign the fesfe -preferred call waiting indication and the 
s e oond default call waiting i ndication. 

12. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the mobile switching 
center increases a duration of the s e cond p referred call waiting indication based on the 
determination that the calling user of the incoming call i s oiio of the on e or moro mombero 
assign e d to th e featur e group for the oali waiting feoture t tie nori-preferred user or the preferred 
user . 

13. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 12, wherein the mobile switching, 
center cooperates with the mobile communication device to provide an interface to the mobile 
user that allows the mobile u ser to input a selected duration: 

wherein the mobile switching center increases the duration of the indication by the 
selected duration. 
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14. (currently amended) A method, comprising the steps of: 

identifying a calling user of an incoming call to a mobile user as one of one or niore 
members of a user-defined feature group for a call waiting c ommunication f eatur e, wherein the 
call waiting feature comprises a default call waiting indication and a preferred . call waiting 
indication; aad 

communicating the default call waiting indication to the mobile user if the calling User is 
a non-preferred user; 

communicating the preferred call waiting indication to the mobile user if the calling user 
is a preferred user p erforming th e oommunioation feature on an rnooming onll from the* railing 
uucr. 

15. (currently amended) The method of ciaim 14* wherein the incoming call frbrti 
the calling user compri se s an incoming call for a mobil e communication d e vice, w herein the step 
of identifying the calling user of the incoming call to the mobile user as one of the one or more 
members of the user-defined feature group for the call waiting communication feature comprises 
the steps of: 

receiving the incoming call from the calling user for the-amobile communication device 
of the mobile user : 

making a determination that the calling user of the incoming call is one of the one or 
mor e momboro assigned to tho user defined feature groifp the preferred user or the non-preferred • 
user , " 
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16. (currently amended) The method of claim 15, wherein the step of making the 
determination that the calling user of the incoming call is on e of tho one or more members 
asnign e d to th e us e r d e fined featur e groupthe preferred user or the non-preferred user comprises 
the steps of: 

querying a subscriber database for the user-defined feature group; 

comparing an identifier of the calling user with the identifier listin g user-defined feature 
group to determine if the user-defined feature group comprises the identifier. 

17. (currently amended) The method of claim 15, further comprising the steps of: 
receiving one or more inputs from a mobile u se* of the mobile commiinication device to 

assign the one or more members to the u£efr -defined feature group; 

storing the user-defined feature group in the subscriber database. 

18. (currently amended) The method of claini 17, wherein the oommiinication 
featur e comprises a call waiting f e atur e , th fr m e thod f urther comprising the steps of: 

obtaining one or more inputs frocri the nibbile ireer of the mobile oommuiiiootion devic e 
to assign one or more call waiting indications to tie cdl waiting feature; 

communicating the one or more call waiting indications based on the determination that 
the calling user of the incoming call i s the hoft-preferred user or the preferred use r ono Of th e on e 
or more members assigned to th e user defin e d f e ature groiip . 
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19. (currently amended) An article, comprising! 
one or mote compirter-readable signal -bearing media; and 

means in the one or more media for identifying a calling user of an incoming call to a 
mobile user as one of one or more members of a user-defined feature group for a call waiting 
communication f eature , wherein the call waiting feature comprises a default call waiting 
indication and a preferred call waiting indication : aad 

means for communicating the default call waiting indication to the mobile user if the 
calling user is a non-preferred user: 

means for communicating the preferred call waiting indication to the mobile user if the 
calling user is a preferred user m e ano in th e 'on e or more m e dia for p e rforming the 
communication feature oh on incoming ooll from tho coilirig usor . : 

20. (currently amended) the article of claim 1 9, Wherein the incoming call from tho 
calling us e r compris e s an incoming call for a mobile (^mmuniobtion - d e vio e , w herein the means 
in the one or more media for identifying the calling uiser of the incoming call to the mobile user 
as one of the one or more members of the u^er-defiiied feature group for the call waiting 
communication feature comprises: 

means in the one or more media for receiving the incoming call from the calling user for 
the mobile communication device; and 

means in the one or tnore media for querying a subscriber database to make a 
determination that the calling user of the incoming call is on e of th e on e or more m e mb e rs 
assign e d to th e us e r d e fined feature group t he preferred user or the non-preferred user . 



RCVD AT B/16/2006 4:50:20 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] • SVR:USPTO-£FXRF<5/1 1 • DNIS: 2708300 1 « CSID:312 346 2810 " DURATION (mi^j'ilMe^j^^^^^^^ 



\ Jun 7 16 2006 3:55PM Carmen Patti & Associates 312-346-2810 p,13 

9 LUC-464/ Barclay 11-51-10-10-9 

21. (currently amended) The method of claim 14, wher e in th e communicati o n 
feature comprioca a coll waiting feature, w herein the step of performing the call waiting 
communication feature on the incoming call from the calling user comprises the steps of: 

receiving an incoming call at a mobile switching center, wherein the incoming call is for 
a mobile communication device on a pre-existing call; 

querying a subscriber database for a call waiting feature group; 
receiving the call waiting feature group; 
determining that the caUing user is a mrai 

communicating a preferred call waiting indication to the calling user, 
placing the pre-existing call on hold; 

connecting the incoming call with the mobile communication device; and 
disconnecting the incoming call and ^connecting the pre-existing call to the mobile 
communication device/ 

22. (canceled) 
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